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National Endowment for the Humanities, we are encouraging our Nation’s
families to rediscover America’s history by recording and preserving their
own stories and passing them on to the next generation. Through remem-
bered conversations, restored photographs, treasured letters, diaries, or
other keepsakes, each family can recognize and preserve its part in Amer-
ica’s rich and complex story and give a priceless gift to the future.

As we gather in our homes once again at this time of thanksgiving, let us
recognize that the family members who surround us are among the most
precious blessings in our lives, and let us pledge to keep their stories alive
for the benefit of generations to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 21
through November 27, 1999, as National Family Week. I call upon Federal,
State, and local officials to honor American families with appropriate pro-
grams and activities, and I urge all the people of the United States to reaf-
firm their family ties and to share their family histories.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7254 of November 19, 1999
National Family Caregivers Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During this season when we give thanks for the many blessings in our
lives, let us take time to acknowledge the loving support of the millions
of family caregivers across our country who provide for the needs of par-
ents, spouses, and other loved ones who are no longer able to care for
themselves. These remarkable individuals give their utmost to ensure that
their relatives can remain in the comforting, familiar surroundings of their
homes and communities.

Family caregivers embody the finest of American values. With compassion
and a deep sense of responsibility, they devote their time and energy and
often their own financial resources to care for family members in need. In
many ways, family caregivers are mainstays in the provision of long-term
care in our country. Today, more than 7 million Americans are informal
caregivers who provide unpaid help to older persons, and 95 percent of
older Americans with limitations on their daily living activities depend on
family members for some portion of their care. That number will continue
to grow during the next three decades as our elderly population doubles,
with the aging of 76 million baby boomers. Recognizing the important role
family caregivers play in the lives of so many, we must continue to strong-
ly support efforts to provide them with the assistance, information, and en-
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couragement they need to fulfill their vital responsibilities to older family
members, and to those who are chronically ill or disabled.

Millions of lives have been enriched by the hard work and generosity of
family caregivers; many older, ill, or disabled Americans enjoy a greater
measure of comfort, dignity, and independence thanks to the loving care
of family members. During National Family Caregivers Week, let us honor
the many devoted men and women whose efforts do so much to strengthen
the bonds of family and community in our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I WILLIAM ]J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 21
through November 27, 1999, as National Family Caregivers Week. I call
upon all Americans to pay tribute to and acknowledge the contributions of
caregivers to the quality of our national life.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7255 of November 20, 1999
Thanksgiving Day, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Well over three and a half centuries ago, strengthened by faith and bound
by a common desire for liberty, a small band of Pilgrims sought out a place
in the New World where they could worship according to their own be-
liefs. Surviving their first harsh winter in Massachusetts and grateful to a
merciful God for a sustaining harvest, the men and women of Plymouth
Colony set aside three days as a time to give thanks for the bounty of their
fields, the fruits of their labor, the chance to live in peace with their Native
American neighbors, and the blessings of a land where they could live and
worship freely.

We have come far on our American journey since that early Thanksgiving.
In the intervening years, we have lived through times of war and peace,
years of poverty and plenty, and seasons of social and political upheaval
that have shaped and forever changed our national character and experi-
ence. As we gather around our Thanksgiving tables again this year, it is a
fitting time to reflect on how the events of our rich history have affected
those we care about and those who came before us. As we acknowledge
the past, we do so knowing that the individual blessings for which we give
thanks may have changed, but our gratitude to God and our commitment
to our fellow Americans remain constant.

Today we count among our national blessings a time of unprecedented
prosperity, with an expanding economy, record low rates of poverty and
unemployment among our people, and the limitless opportunities to im-
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